
NFSH
Report on 2003 activities 
An active year!
The Norwegian Society of Public Health is now five years old.  This has been an active year for us, with many different types of activities. On the membership front, there has been some changeover in our membership base of around 200 private members, but on the whole, we don’t expect a lot of new members until next year, when the EUPHA conference in Oslo will give us a much-needed publicity boost.
On May 6th, we organized a one-day national public health conference in Oslo in cooperation with the Norwegian Medical Society on the theme “Naivety in public health work and the future of social medicine”. 
On June 15, we ran a well-attended EUPHA workshop in Bergen on “The Future of Public Health in Europe from the Policymakers’ Point of View” during the celebration of 400 years of Public Health in Norway. This workshop was part 3 of the series of similar workshops, of which the first was held in Dresden in connection with the 2002 EUPHA conference. 

To help with this workshop, the President of EUPHA, Walter Kirch , and the General Manager, Dineke Zeegers Paget , came to Bergen. We are grateful to have had international collaborators in this work, and hope to see many, many more visitors from abroad in Oslo in October 2004.

At the end of the workshop, EUPHA Governing Council member Kristian Hagestad was awarded His Majesty the King’s Medal of Merit in Gold in recognition of his many years of work within the field of public health. Gunnar Tellnes, President of NFSH, gave a speech on behalf of EUPHA.
We held our Annual Grand Meeting in connection with this workshop, and elected the following Board: Gunnar Tellnes, Frank Thrana, Johs Wiik, Tone Torgersen, Bodil Erdal, Henning Aanes and Bernadette Kumar. Substitutes elected: Per Wium, Kristian Hagestad, Lars Lien, Sturla Gjesdal, Ragnhild Hovengen, Kjetil Drangsholt and Bjørn Heine Strand. 
The Board continues the policy of having 10 Board meetings a year, and selecting specific task forces for special projects.
NFSH was also involved in arranging an international conference on the History of Medicine: “Health Between the Private and the Public – Shifting Approaches”. The conference was held in Oslo September 3 through 7, 2003. 

Our web page, www.nfsh.no, is regularly updated. There is some information in English, but the main focus remains on the NFSH’s Norwegian members.

But NFSHs main work in 2003 was in connection with the 2004 EUPHA conference, to be held in Oslo in October 2004. We signed a contract with a Professional Conference Organizer and put together a Secretariat and a Local Organizing Committee with representatives from the University of Oslo, the Directorate of Health and Social Affairs, the Ministry of Health, the Norwegian Institute of Public Health and other official bodies. The LOC’s function will primarily be advisory and controlling, while the Secretariat will carry out the day to day work  or organizing such a large event.

Contact: Prof. Gunnar Tellnes, Department of General Practice and Community Medicine, University of Oslo, Section of Occupational Health and Social Insurance Medicine, PO Box 1130 Blindern, NO-0318 Oslo, Norway.
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